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 POPULAR NEWS
                            
                            
                            
                                29.02.2024
                                USA - Major disasters and severe weather caused over $21 billion in crop losses in 2023

                                Weather-associated production risk is a part of life for farmers and ranchers. Through heavy rain, hail, snow, winds and drought, farming families prepare land, plant and harvest knowing their livelihoods are reliant on local weather conditions.

                            

                        
                    

                

                
                                        
                        
                            
                              
                                29.02.2024
                              
                              
                              
                                
                                
                                    
                                        Philippines - El Niño damage to agriculture now P941M

                                        The damage to agriculture due to the impact of the El Ni&ntilde;o phenomenon has increased to over P941 million, the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) said Thursday.

                                    

                                

                            

                        
                    

                                        
                        
                            
                              
                                27.02.2024
                              
                              
                              
                                
                                
                                    
                                        Palestine - Golden time crop loss escalates hunger fears in Northern Gaza

                                        Gaza farmers&#39; two-month-long &quot;golden time&quot; of agricultural production has been destroyed by Israel&#39;s military bombing and sealing of northern Gaza, ruining the enclave&#39;s richest farmlands which are one of its biggest sources of fruit and vegetables.

                                    

                                

                            

                        
                    

                                        
                        
                            
                              
                                01.03.2024
                              
                              
                              
                                
                                
                                    
                                        Canada - Cold snap causes catastrophic loss for B.C. wine industry

                                        New report projects nearly 100% decrease in grape and wine production across B.C.&nbsp;This year&#39;s&nbsp;mid-January cold snap&nbsp;has dealt a severe blow to British Columbia&#39;s wine industry, causing catastrophic crop losses across the Okanagan Valley.

                                    

                                

                            

                        
                    

                                        
                        
                            
                              
                                27.02.2024
                              
                              
                              
                                
                                
                                    
                                        Australia - Scientists pioneer rapid gene-screening technology to combat crop diseases

                                        In the heart of Australia&#39;s sprawling landscapes, where agriculture forms the backbone of the rural economy, a team of scientists at CSIRO, the country&#39;s preeminent national science agency, has unveiled a groundbreaking rapid gene-screening platform.

                                    

                                

                            

                        
                    

                                    

            

        

    



    
        
            

            
                                
                    
LATEST NEWS
                
                                
                    
                    
                                        SEE ALL
                                    

            

            
	
                                
                    
                        12.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            USA - Michigan growers watch unusual weather ahead of cherry season

                            A winter that doesn&#39;t always feel like winter is something Michigan cherry growers and shippers are cognisant of ahead of their cherry season. &quot;It&#39;s winter right now but you wouldn&#39;t really have guessed it.

                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                
                    
                        12.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            Harnessing the power of artificial intelligence in crop management

                            In an era characterized by rapid technological advancements, agriculture stands poised to benefit significantly from the integration of artificial intelligence (AI). AI technologies, including machine learning algorithms and data analytics, offer unprecedented opportunities to optimize crop management practices, enhance productivity, and mitigate environmental impact.

                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                
                    
                        12.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            Canada - B.C. winemakers rethinking industry after climate catastrophes

                            The heart of British Columbia&#39;s wine industry is reeling after suffering a litany of climate-related hits, resulting in two years of crop losses in the southern Interior.Record-breaking heat. Wildfires and smoke that repeatedly contaminated grapes. A destructive cold snap in 2022.

                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                
                    
                        11.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            India - Nashik's grape industry faces weather challenges

                            Maharashtra&#39;s Nashik district stands as a significant contributor to the state&#39;s grape exports, accounting for 80% of the total. During the November to April 2022-23 grape season, Nashik exported 127,000 tons of grapes.

                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                
                    
                        11.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            USA - USDA offers disaster assistance to Oklahoma farmers and livestock producers impacted by wildfires

                            The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has technical and financial assistance available to help farmers and livestock producers across Oklahoma recover from recent wildfires.

                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                
                    
                        11.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            USA - Survey drives $8 million program to mitigate crop losses due to freezes, flooding

                            For farmers in New Hampshire and throughout the northeast, the 2023 production season was extremely challenging. Widespread freezing temperatures in February and May caused the greatest fruit crop loss in many years.

                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                
                    
                        08.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            Italy - Protecting and monitoring crops from the air

                            Drones capable of spraying liquids on extensive, horticultural and fruit crops, as well as beneficial insects, are the future. A technical demonstration day on the use of drones took place on Tuesday 5 March 2024 at the farm La Clorofilla in Mercato Saraceno (Forl&igrave;-Cesena, Italy).

                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                
                    
                        08.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            EU negotiates overhaul of plant pest regulations

                            Earlier this week, the European Parliament and the EU Council reached an agreement on the revision of complex regulations aimed at preventing the entry of new plant pests into Europe and mitigating the spread of existing ones.

                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                                
                    
                        12.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            Ukraine - UGA forecasts lower grain and oilseed crops
 
                            The Ukrainian Grain Association estimates the potential harvest of grains and oilseeds in 2024 at the level of 76.1 mln tonnes. This figure will be lower compared to previous year, which, according to the association&#39;s estimates, was 82.6 mln tonnes, the UGA press service reported.

                          
                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                
                    
                        12.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            Philippines - Ilocos Region records P130-M crop losses due to El Niño
 
                            Crop damage in the Ilocos Region due to the El Ni&ntilde;o phenomenon has already reached PHP130 million, nearly 50 percent of which are in corn fields.Department of Agriculture-Ilocos information officer Vida Cacal, in an interview on Tuesday, said around PHP63.8 million worth of corn crops were affected followed by rice (PHP53.9 million) and high-value crops (PHP12.6 million).

                          
                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                
                    
                        11.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            UK - Farmers issue warning they could run out of potatoes
 
                            Recent reports from the UK have highlighted a concerning trend in potato production, attributing a potential shortage to a series of unfavorable weather events. The 2022 harvest yielded only 4.1 million tonnes of potatoes, a significant drop attributed to adverse conditions, including heavy rainfall and flooding caused by Storms Agnes, Babet, and Ciaran.

                          
                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                
                    
                        11.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            Austria - Frost risk in Wachau and Burgenland
 
                            As some frost has been forecast, fruit growers in the Wachau and Burgenland are anxious about their harvest. If the frost reaches -4 degrees Celsius and lasts for two or three nights, the apricot harvest could face total failure.

                          
                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                
                    
                        11.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            India - The transformative influence of technology on crop insurance
 
                            With the constant advancement of technology, the agricultural industry in India is going through a major transformation. Among the various changes, crop insurance is a key area that is seeing a remarkable shift.

                          
                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                
                    
                        11.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            India - Rajasthan govt assesses crop loss in districts affected by rain, hailstorms
 
                            The Rajasthan government has undertaken girdawari (assessment of crop loss) of rabi crops in 21 districts affected by rain, hailstorms, and thunderstorms in the first week of March. The hailstorm hit parts of Hanumangarh, Ganganagar, Churu, Bikaner, and western Rajasthan, possibly causing damage to wheat, cumin, and isabgol crops.

                          
                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                
                    
                        08.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            South Africa - Egg-sized hail stones pummel the Bo-Langkloof’s apple orchards
 
                            &quot;Feared by most farmers&quot; reads the message accompanying a photo of a hail stone that fills a hand, taken on Monday late afternoon in the Bo-Langkloof, west of the Langkloof proper, where mostly pomefruit is grown, along with some stonefruit, figs and pomegranates.

                          
                          	                            

                        

                    

                
                                
                    
                        08.03.2024
                        
                        
                          	                            USA - Record-breaking temperatures could hurt apple crop in NY state
 
                            In the west of New York state, the unseasonably warm weather is causing apprehension among apple growers regarding the future of their crops. LynOaken Farms&#39; U-Pick manager, Katie Oakes, and president &amp; farm manager, Christopher Oakes, have expressed their worries.
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                                    2024 AgroInsurance International Conference: New Partners and Agenda updates

                                    26.02.2024
                                    2024 AgroInsurance International Conference will take place on June 3-5, 2024 in Belgrade, Serbia, at the Hyatt Regency Hotel.
 
Planet Labs (USA) and GAF AG (Germany) are sponsors of our conference. Agremo (Serbia) has been confirmed as the Organization Partner. More partners and sponsors to be announced in March 2024.

                                     SEE ALL
                                        
                                

                            
                                                    

                        
                                                        
                                
                                    2024 Agroinsurance International Conference - dates and place are set, registration is open

                                    18.12.2023
                                    AgroInsurance Team is excited to announce the new dates and venue of the 2024 Agroinsurance International Conference. The event will be held on June 3-5, 2024 in Belgrade, Serbia. ‘Early Bird’ registration is already open.

                                    

                                

                            
                                                        
                                
                                    Book the Date: Planet Webinar - How Satellite Data is Changing Agriculture Insurance

                                    24.11.2023
                                    Join us for a live webinar on December 6, 2023 featuring industry experts from Swiss Re, AXA Climate, Schweizer Hagel, AgroInsurance International and Planet. 

During this webinar we will discuss: The 2023 growing season, and prospects for 2024; The impact of El Niño and La Niña; Satellite data for loss adjustment - what works? What indices you can use - NDVI, soil moisture, and others

                                    

                                

                            
                                                        
                                
                                    BOOK THE DATE - Drought Index Insurance: Latest Insights From the Global Market

                                    03.02.2023
                                    Join industry experts from Planet, Swiss Re, AXA Climate and AgroInsurance International for a look into how insurers are using satellite data to build products, measure crop conditions, and utilize indices that measure specific phenomena - like soil moisture and NDVI. We’ll also cover the key results of the recent Drought Survey by Planet and AgroInsurance.
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                                    Spain - 30% of La Palma's banana production has already been lost due to the advance of the lava

                                    14.10.2021
                                    More than three weeks after the Cumbre Vieja volcano erupted, the lava that continues to flow from its interior continues to devastate everything in its path, destroying houses, infrastructure, and banana plantations. The production of Platanos de Canarias is the economic engine of the island, accounting for 50% of its GDP and 30% of the jobs on the island.

                                     SEE ALL
                                        
                                

                            
                                                    

                        
                                                        
                                
                                    Europe - Around 66,000 ha damaged - 23 million euros in damages

                                    02.07.2021
                                    While Vereinigte Hagelversicherung VVaG reported 30,000 hectares damaged just a few days ago, this figure has more than doubled within a few days. A good 66,000 hectares were registered for regulation from June 18 to 25. This is due to so-called supercells, which came from France through Baden-Württemberg and Bavaria to Austria and the Czech Republic, causing hailstorms over a length of several hundred kilometers. Local heavy rainfall with enormous amounts of rain from so-called "water bombs" and hailstones the size of tennis balls caused damage to almost all crops, often with total losses. On June 22 and again on June 24, the damage area stretched from Lake Starnberg via Munich to Passau. In Baden-Württemberg, the Neckar-Alb region was hardest hit on June 21 and, just two days later, the strip from Freiburg via Reutlingen to Esslingen. A locally intense area of damage extended along the North Sea coast in the Groningen-Norden-Aurich triangle on both the Dutch and German sides of the border. In addition, abroad, the polder areas on the IJsselmeer and the Baltic region were particularly affected. After the first surveys, Vereinigte Hagel now expects damage of about 20 to 23 million euros, a doubling compared to the beginning of last week. Supercells and what they are about - currently no end in sight The background to the now considerably higher damage figures are so-called supercells, which have a much higher damage potential than ordinary thunderstorms due to their rotation and longevity. "Their most important feature is the so-called "mesocyclone," a powerful rotating updraft. It creates a negative pressure on the ground so that, like a vacuum cleaner, warm and energetic air can be constantly sucked in at the ground and reach the upper edge of the troposphere (above 10 km altitude). There the warm air is sucked in and there is also the danger of possible tornadoes. Subsequently, in the area of the sinking cold air, it is not uncommon for extreme downbursts to reach the hurricane range. Over time, supercells develop a momentum of their own that prevents the sinking cold air (as compensation for the rising warm air) from entering the warm air area. Thus, the mesocyclone is fed with warm air for several hours. Due to the longevity and massive power of the rotating updraft, hailstones can be flung into the air several times, growing into large hailstones. From Monday through Thursday, conditions in southern Germany were ideal for these rotating monsters. A warm and humid air mass was stored in the lower atmosphere, so to speak the fuel for the engine of the rotating mesocyclones. In addition, the wind near the ground came from an easterly to northeasterly direction (which favored suction), veered nearly 180° to the southwest up to an altitude of about 5 kilometers, and increased significantly. In short, there was sufficient directional and velocity shear. This is a basic requirement for the formation of rotation in the updraft region and helps to prevent the sinking cold air from reaching the front of the thunderstorm cell." And it's set to continue. The DWD forecasts heavy thunderstorms in the south and southwest of Germany on Monday evening, as well as on Tuesday. Experts prepared for this, because in June or July such weather phenomena are not uncommon, as Vereinigte Hagel knows from almost 200 years of experience. Source - https://www.freshplaza.com

                                    

                                

                            
                                                        
                                
                                    China - Farms suffered from hailstorms

                                    17.04.2020
                                    Hailstorms suddenly arrived in east China on 4 April to 5 April. Production areas in Pingdu, Laizhou, and Laiyang in Shandong suffered heavy damage. The hailstones damaged cherry trees, pear trees, peach trees, and apple trees. The cherry and peach trees in particular are in the middle of the flowering season, while apples are ripening on the trees. Some of the flowers have already begun to open in some of the warmer production areas. The impact of these hailstorms was disastrous for the upcoming production volume of cherries and peaches. The overall production volume will be greatly reduced and some farmers may have lost their entire harvest. Source - https://www.freshplaza.com

                                    

                                

                            
                                                        
                                
                                     Ukraine - Losses in stone fruit and berry crops due to low temperatures

                                    10.04.2020
                                    The freezing temperatures recently recorded in Ukraine could lead to the loss of up to 80% of the stone fruit production and up to 50% of the berry crops, said Kateryna Zvereva, Director for Development of the Ukrainian Fruit and Vegetable Association (UPAA).

“Apricot and other stone fruit crops (peaches, sweet cherries and even some plum varieties) bloomed earlier than usual due to the high temperatures in March. However, night frosts that were fatal to stone fruit crops were recorded in late March, and the vast majority of growers in Ukraine don't yet have modern frost protection systems. Moreover, the cold weather during the flowering prevented the bees from pollinating the gardens," she said in a statement to Interfax-Ukraine.

As for berries, the UPOA this week received several messages from Ukrainian blueberry producers, concerned about the serious damage caused by the lower air temperatures at the end of last month.

“Due to the abnormally warm winter and significantly high temperatures in March, blueberries in many regions of Ukraine had almost started to bloom; however, frosts struck earlier this week. The situation worsened because frosts returned again after a short warm period,” said Zvereva.

According to UPAA research, Chandler blueberries were the most affected, with potential crop losses estimated at more than 50% in some regions. The Duke variety, which is one of the most popular among domestic growers, was also significantly affected.

“Losses in stone fruits could reach 80% of the potential production; in berries, perhaps 50%,” said the director for development of the UPOA.

Source - https://www.freshplaza.com

                                    

                                

                            
                                                    

                    


                


            

            
                                
                    
                

                                                
                    
                

                            

        

        

    

    


    
        ANALYTICS 
                SEE ALL 
                
                        
                
                    A Practical Method for Adjusting the Premium Rates in Crop-Hail Insurance with Short-Term Insurance Data

                    25.10.2022
                    
                        The frequency of hailstorms is generally low in small geographic areas. In other words, it may be very likely that hailstorm occurrences will vary between neighboring locations within a short period of time. Besides, a newly launched insurance scheme lacks the data. It is, therefore, difficult to sustain a sound insurance program under these circumstances, with premium rates based on meteorological data without a complimentary adjustment process.

                    

                    

                

            
                        
                
                    Malta - Vegetable production dropped 7% in 2018

                    18.10.2019
                    
                        Last year, Malta’s local vegetable produce dropped by 7% when compared to the previous year. The total vegetables produced in tonnes amounted to 58,178, down by 7% when compared to 2017. Their value too diminished as the total produce was valued at €30 million, down by 13% over the previous year.

The most significant drop was in potatoes, down by 27% over the previous year. Tomatoes and onions were the only vegetables to have increased in volume, by 3% and 4% respectively but their value diminished by 9% and 24% respectively. The figures were published by the National Statistics Office on the event of World Food Day 2019, which will be celebrated on Wednesday.

Cauliflower, cabbage and lettuce produce dropped by 10%, 3%, and 12% respectively. In the realm of local fruit, a drop of produce was registered here too apart from strawberries, which experienced a whopping increase of 58% over 2017.

Total fruit produced in 2018 amounted to 13,057 tonnes, down by 1% when compared to 2017. The total produce was valued at €10 million, a 3% increase in value. Peaches produced were down by 35% and the 376 tonnes of peaches cultivated amounted to €0.5 million in value.

Orange produce dropped by 10% and lemon produce dropped by 14%. There was no change in the amount of grapes produced and the 3,642 tonnes of grapes produced in 2018 were valued at €2.3 million.

70% of fruit and vegetables consumed in Malta is imported. The drop in local produce could be the result of deleterious or unsuitable weather patterns.

Source - https://www.freshplaza.com

                    

                    

                

            
                        
                
                    USA - Greenhouse tomato production spans most states

                    07.10.2019
                    
                        While Florida and California accounted for 76 percent of U.S. production of field-grown tomatoes in 2016, greenhouse production and use of other protected-culture technologies help extend the growing season and make production feasible in a wider variety of geographic locations. Some greenhouse production is clustered in traditional field-grown-tomato-producing States like California.

However, high concentrations of greenhouses are also located in Nebraska, Minnesota, New York, and other States that are not traditional market leaders. Among the benefits that greenhouse tomato producers can realize are greater market access both in the off-season and in northern retail produce markets, better product consistency, and improved yields.



These benefits make greenhouse tomato production an increasingly attractive alternative to field production despite higher production costs. In addition to domestic production, a significant share of U.S. consumption of greenhouse tomatoes is satisfied by imports. In 2004, U.S., Mexican, and Canadian growers each contributed about 300 million pounds of greenhouse tomatoes annually to the U.S. fresh tomato market. Since then, Mexico’s share of the greenhouse tomato market has grown sharply, accounting for almost 84 percent (1.8 billion pounds) of the greenhouse volume coming into the U.S. market.

Source - https://www.freshplaza.com

                    

                    

                

            
                        
                
                    World cherry production will decrease to 3.6 million tons

                    03.10.2019
                    
                        According to information from the USDA for the 2019-2020 season, world cherry production is expected to decrease slightly and amount to 3.6 million tons. This decline is due to the damages that the weather caused on cherry crops in the European Union. Even though Chile is expected to achieve a record export, world trade in cherries is expected to drop to 454,000 tons, based on lower shipments from Uzbekistan and the US.

Turkey
Turkey's production is expected to increase to 865,000. As a result of the strong export demand, producers continue to invest and improve their orchards, switching to high yield varieties and gradually expanding the surface for sweet cherries. More supplies are expected to increase exports to a record 78,000 tons, continuing its long upward trend.

Chile
Chile's production is forecast to increase from 30,000 tons to 231,000 as they have a larger area of mature trees. Between 2009/10 and 2018/19, the crop area has almost tripled, a trend that is expected to continue. The country is expected to export up to 205,000 tons in higher supplies. The percentage of exports destined for China has increased from 13 to almost 90% since 2009/10.

China
China's production is expected to increase by up to 24% and to amount to 420,000 tons, due to the recovery of the orchards that were damaged by frost last year. In addition, there are new crops that will go into production. Imports are expected to increase by 15,000 tons and to stand at 195,000 tons, as the increase in supplies from Chile will more than compensate for the lower shipments from the United States. Although higher tariffs are maintained for American cherries, the United States is expected to remain China's main supplier in the northern hemisphere.

United States
US production is expected to remain stable at 450,000 tons. Imports are expected to increase to 18,000 tons with more supplies available from Chile. Exports are forecast to decrease for the second consecutive year to 80,000 tons, as high retaliatory tariffs continue to suppress US shipments to China. If this happens, it will be the first time that US cherry exports experience a decrease in 2 consecutive years since 2002/03, when production suffered a fall of 44%.

European Union
EU production is projected to fall by more than 20%, remaining at 648,000 tons because of the hail that affected the early varieties in Italy, and the frost, low temperatures, and drought that caused a significant loss of fruit in Poland, the main producer. Lower supplies are expected to pressure exports to 15,000 tons and increase imports to 55,000 tons.

Russia
Russia's imports are expected to contract by 13,000 tons to 80,000 with lower supplies from Kazakhstan, Moldova, and Serbia.

Source - https://www.freshplaza.com
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